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Content

1. What are the limits and potentials of social 
development (SSDT) in Thailand? Research 
question, general and specific objectives, goals, 
means, potentials and limits

2. Poverty alleviation, food security, social justice 
and sustainable environment: bases for SSDT

3. Human security: ecosystem services and health a 
crucial relationship

4. Systemic competitiveness

5. Transversality of SSDT

6. Capacity building



Catalogue of existing tools: 

- Human resources

- Capacity building

- Institutions and research 

centres

- Infrastructure in Thailand 

Specific Specific Specific Specific 
objectives objectives objectives objectives 
and goalsand goalsand goalsand goals

“State of Art” of 

the present model 

of social 

development in 

Thailand (SSDT) 

1. What are the limits and potentials of 
sustainable social development in Thailand?

Existing disciplinary, 

multidisciplinary, institutional 

and multi-institutional research 

projects for SSDT

General goal: ElaborationGeneral goal: ElaborationGeneral goal: ElaborationGeneral goal: Elaboration of a model of sustainable social of a model of sustainable social of a model of sustainable social of a model of sustainable social 
development with social justice in short and mediumdevelopment with social justice in short and mediumdevelopment with social justice in short and mediumdevelopment with social justice in short and medium----termstermstermsterms

First year: development of research projects where 

empirically the processes of e.g. food, water, health, 

energy, transportation, education, lifestyles and 

culture could be empirically developed

Second and third year: 

Creation of 

multidisciplinary, multi-

institutional systemic 

projects, oriented to 

develop a model of SSDT

Publication of project of “State of Art” in Thai and English with 

methodological and empirical proposals for integrated study of 

SSDT 

Financing from national 

and foreign sources (uni-

versities, HTF, 

Nat.Research Council, 

collaboration with foreign 

universities)



Poverty alleviation, food security, social 
justice and sustainable social 
development: bases for SSDT



Hunger and undernourishment produce 
ignorance and illness

Vicious circle of hunger, undernourishment, poverty, and ignorance. Source: 
Chávez/Ávila/Shamah (2007: 208). 
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Human security: ecosystem services 
and health as a crucial relationship

Source: MA (2005)



The Contextual Sustainability Frame



Education

•Permits to stimulate interdisciplinary Permits to stimulate interdisciplinary Permits to stimulate interdisciplinary Permits to stimulate interdisciplinary 
thinkingthinkingthinkingthinking
•Promotes synergiesPromotes synergiesPromotes synergiesPromotes synergies
•Revert regional disadvantages in C&TRevert regional disadvantages in C&TRevert regional disadvantages in C&TRevert regional disadvantages in C&T
•Focus on key processes of SDTFocus on key processes of SDTFocus on key processes of SDTFocus on key processes of SDT
•Contributes to the formation of human Contributes to the formation of human Contributes to the formation of human Contributes to the formation of human 
resources & government officialsresources & government officialsresources & government officialsresources & government officials
• Open for interaction among research, Open for interaction among research, Open for interaction among research, Open for interaction among research, 
education, C&T, business and education, C&T, business and education, C&T, business and education, C&T, business and 
governmental necessitiesgovernmental necessitiesgovernmental necessitiesgovernmental necessities
•Creates sustainable establishment of Creates sustainable establishment of Creates sustainable establishment of Creates sustainable establishment of 
sciencessciencessciencessciences

Ecosystem

services

Complexity
in

social
sciences

Water

Agriculture and 

food

production

Source s

of 

energy

Poverty

alleviation

Sustainable
environment

ITT

Lifestyle,

culture

Urbanization

Industrial

processes

Health and 

new 

technologies

Transversality of SSDTTransversality of SSDTTransversality of SSDTTransversality of SSDT

Mathematical

models &

CC modelling



Systemic CompetitivenessSystemic CompetitivenessSystemic CompetitivenessSystemic Competitiveness

Determinants of systemic competitiveness

Meta Level
Development

Orientation of society

Macro Level
Macroeconomic stability

Juridical and political frame

Micro Level

Meso Level
Policies oriented to improve 
competitiveness in specific 

sectors

•Regional infrastructure

•Innovation
Technology
Organization

Efficiency of enterprises

Collective efficiency of 
enterprises

• Environment

• Technology

• Education
• Employment

•Industrial structure

• Import/ Export

• Policy of competitiveness
• Monetary policy

• Policy of change

• Policy of public finances

• Fiscal policy

• Trade policy

• Social cohesion

•Ability for strategic and 
policy design

• Design of 
competitiveness of 

economic organization
Learning of values 

and solidarity



Vínculos entre la tecnología y el desarrollo humano  

Desarrollo de las capacidades humanas
Vivir una vida larga y saludable
Adquirir conocimientos y crear

Disfrutar un nivel de vida decoroso
Participar en la vida social, económica

y política de una comunidad

Crecimiento económico

Cambio tecnológico

Adelantos en la medicina, las 
comunicaciones, la agricultura, la 

energía, la manufactura
Conocimientos

Creatividad
Recursos para la educación, la 

salud, las comunicaciones

Empleo

Aumentos de la 
Productividad

Recursos para el desarrollo 
tecnológico

Fuente: Informe sobre el Desarrollo Humano 2001, pag. 30

4. Capacity Building

Development of human capacities
Living long and healthy life
Knowledge and creativity

Active social, economic and political 
participation in community 

Resources for education, 
health, communications, jobs

Economic growth

Advances in medicine, 
communications, 

agriculture, energy and 
business

Resources for technology 
development Productivity growth

Technological change

Science, knowledge
creativity

Source: UNDP 2001: 30
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